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BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL,
PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI

Original Application No.199 of 2014

IN THE MATTER OF:

Almitra H. Patel & Anr ..Applicants
Vs,
Union of India & Ors-. ...Respondents

Affidavit on behalf of the State of, Meghél'ava pursuant to

Order dated 13.07.2015 passed by this Hon'ble Tribunal.

= :
" 1, Shri E. Khatrmalki, aged about 31 years, son of Late A.L Shabong, resident of

Nongrim Hills. Meghalaya. Shillong. do hereby solemnly affirm and declare as

follows :-

I. IThat I am the Joint Secretary to the Governmerit of Meghalaya, Urban

Affairs Department and as such I am competent to affirm this affidavit on
behalf of the State of Meghalaya. I know all about the facts and
circumstances of the case out of which the aforementioned case arises. |
have been duly authorised to affirm this affidavit on behalf of the State of

Meghalaya.



That this Hon’ble Tribunal while adjudicating on this iﬁstant case was
pleased to pass an order dated 13.07.2015 directing the Secretary, Urban
Affailrs Department, Government of Meghalaya to filea statﬁs report before
this Hon’ble Tribunal in Original Application No. 40 (T“c).of 2013.in the

matter of People for Transparency.Through Kafnal_Anémd v. State of

_ Punjab, decided on 25th November, 2014, and the judgement with regard to

the State of Haryana in the matter of Almitra H. Patel Vs. Union of Indial

Original Application No. 199 of 2014,

That the Urban Affairs Department on the compliance of the requirement at

~ schedule 1 of the Municipal Solid Waste (Management and Handling) Rules

2000 h'\q the following status report {0 submit on the setting up of Waste

. Processing and Disposal Facilities: (The Shillong Mumclpal Board and the

i =

Shillong Cantonment Board shares an Aerobic Compost Plant treatmg the

" bio-degradable municipal solid wasies which is operating at ‘Mawiong. Tura

Municipal Board has vermi-compost Plant for' processing of bio-
degradable waste and Shillong and Tura already has. existing processing
and disposal facilities in operation and the process to refurbished and
'|mprolved processing is aiready being taken up. Jowai Municipal Board has

acquired a plot of land for construction of a scientific landfill site whiie the

Wwilliamnagar Municipal Board, the Baghmara Municipall' Board and the |

Resubelpara Municipal Board had not proposed any’ processing facilities
either by composting, vermi-composting or pelletisation as the quantity of
{he. waste generation is only about 7 15 MT/day. but yet has engaged
consultants to prepare DPR for the safe disposal of waste and action plan is

at Table 1. Details of the compliance to Schedule 1 is at Table I1.

TABLE- 1 IS ANNEXED HEREWITH AND MARKED
AS ANNEXURE- A. TABLE- 11 1S ANNEXED
HEREWITH AND MARKED AS ANNEXURE- B

%
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That the status of compliance 1o the Criteria of Schedule [1 of the Municipal

Solid Waste (Management and Handling) Rules 2000 is annexed at Table
. | '

TABLE- 111 IS ANNEXED HEREWITH AND MARKED
AS ANNEXURE- C.

ITh'at on the Institutional Arrangements in the urban areas of the State, there
are a range of functions required to be carried out b)lf the Municipal Boards
as .'per the Meghalaya Municipal Act, 1973. Th'el major services are
prbvision of water supply, sanitation, solid waste management,, drainage,
roads .and bridges and street lights. However in Meghalaya except for
Shillong where the functions are managed by ihe' Shillong Municipal
\ e .

Board, the State govt. carries out capital work as well as maintenance of the
urban " services either by itself or through local institutions in other

municipal towns and non municipal areas.

That it 1ﬁay be mentioned that the institutional arrangements for delivery of
urban infrastructure and services varies among the .urban centres and in the
absence of clear cut demarcation of functions, there are gaps in
responsibility, lack of accountability and fragmented I responsibilities.
Further coordination among these agencics becomes a severe constraint,
hence the state government intends to develop: 'suitlable institutional

arrangement in delivery of urban infrastructure and services.



Th That management of solid waste is perceived as a crucial service with great
environmental implications. Insofar as the State of Meghalaya is concerned,
every a.ttempt.is being made to comply with the Muniéipal Solid Waste
Rules, 2000. The primary objective is to upgrade the existing Solid Waste
Management services to make them scientific and more._efﬁcient and to
adopt new methods based on the provisions of Municipal Solid Waste
(Management & Handling) Rules, 2000. While considérable efforts have

been made for Shillcmg city and Tura town to comply with _the Rules within

¥ the stipulated time, the rest of the other towns are small towns and with the

limited manpower and resources available with the local bodies, some
difficulty is being faced in complying with the Rules in letter and spirit.
However, the State Government is making all efforts to ensure compliance

in these towns by identifying designated dumping places, financial

assistance for augmentation of the waste collection machinery, DPR

preparation, construction of processing plants, disposal sites etc.

8. Th.at keeping all the above cited factors and the neciessi.ty./ to formulate a
proper strategy and policy for solid waste managemeht in all the towns of
the State, it is proposed to engage consultancy firms with Solid Waste
Management expertise with the following objectives: '

e To provide the Lclmg Term Plan (upto 2040) for gddressing solid
waste management issues by way of modgr'nisaliOn of the system

along with environment friendly waste processing methodologies.



e Introduction of two bin system for House to House collection of
\;vaste- for segregation of bio-degradable and non- biodegradable
wastes,

_e Introduction of separate collection system for.recyclables from the
households and selling the same in local market, thereby generating
tl'le sizeable revenue to the urban local body, . ; L

e Introduction of smalier vehicles, called satn_allit}. v.ghicles for House
to Hous;a collection. These vehicles will bring the wastes to

_EStablis.hed Transfer Points, which will be 'quated within the area,

thereby making more number of trips {(at least 2-3 trips). This will

. helps in increasing the collection efficiency by making the collection’

distance more economical to the transfer stations. and minimizes
traffic jam etc, as far as pdssible. This arrangement will reduce the
gap between amount of waste generated and ambunt of waste
collected (collection efficiency) which will pzive the way for 90-95
percent of waste collection in course of time.

o. Introduction of closed body Secondary coliection vehicles like
Refuse Compactor trucks (folding cover type) for transporting thé
. waste from Transfer Stations to the landfill site, which will save time
and fuel.

e Elimination of masonry bins, stage wise, and introduction of EN-
standard bins so that the garbage will not be visible to the public.

» Supplying personal protective equipment.to the conservancy staff

and rag pickers.




'« Comprehensive plan for establishment of Biodegradable waste
treatment facility such as a mechanical or vermi-compost plant and
development of a scientifically designed Sanitary Landfill for
accepting inert waste and compost rejects.

e - Exploration of feasibility of waste-to-energy plants. .

e Generation of revenue by collection of user charges through
effective: community awareness aimed towards sustainability of the

system.

That it may also be stated that due .the undulating terrain and the dial;tance
factor as described in the paragraphs above, the clluster approach model is
not feasible for the establishment of the treatment facility and landfill site
for alll the towns in the S.t_ate, except for Shillong, where the waste disposal
site of Shillong Municipal Board is at Marten, which. is being used as
cqmmém waste disposal site in a cluster approach for all the towns covered
i.n Shillong Urban Agglémeration. Site selection for MSW treatment and
'di_sposall facility is also a major challenge considering thé availability of
developable land and the' complexity of institutional arrallla'gement. Keeping
‘the above constraints in mind, a MSW Action Plan town wise has been

evolved alongwith the existing scenario which is given at Table .



10.  That with the implementation of the above plan, the following service level

10k

improvements may be achieved:

The collection of waste at source will improve the environmental

quality of the towns. |

Segregation of wastes into bio-degradable’ and non-biodegradable

“components at source will help better running of compost plant and

will improve the quality of compost and_reduce.thle load in the
disposal s-ites.

Transportation of wastes through covered vehicles will prevent
littering of streets and areﬁs through which vehicles pass and will
help in maintaining the general cleanliness. |

Regular Community awareness for promoting garbage segregation at
source (at household level) and zero littering onl streets is very
important in achieving the success.

: ; - : ; |
Compost from the treatment plant will serve as a market product

‘locally through community based organization and become a source

of revenue generation and in the process sustain the project viability.
Imposition of user charges will help in the sustainability of the

programime. o

That this affidavit may kindly be taken up on record and the same may be

treated as a part and parcel of the affidavit filed eatlier on behalf of the

State of Meghalaya in the aforementioned Original Application.



ig?

12.  Itis thus prayed accordingly.

VERIFICATION

I, the deponent above named do hereby verify that the contents of this affidavit are
true to my knowledge based on the records of the case maintained in the
Department and the rest are nﬁy humble submissions and prayer before this

Hon’ble Tribunal; nothing material has been concealed therefrom and no part

thereof is false.

DEEPO@T

Sl e st

a
govt °;;;;;‘; papt-

Solemnly- affirmed before me by the above named deponent on this the

day of July, 2015 at Shillong.

L

Identified by me,

(L. D. Chowdhury)

Advocate, Shillong.
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